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ABSTRACT

This study used interdependent self-construal, consumers’ attitude toward piracy, and
ethical beliefs to investigate Taiwan and Mainland China consumers’ intention to buy
counterfeit music compact disc. The findings indicated that Mainland China consumers
with strong social benefit of dissemination attitude would have a strong intention to buy
counterfeits, consumers with low interdependent self-construal and high anti-big business
attitude would also tend to be more likely to buy counterfeits. For Taiwan consumers, those
who have high interdependent self-construal and perceive social benefit of dissemination
would have a strong intention to buy counterfeits, but those who with social cost of piracy
have low intention to buy counterfeits. The results also showed interdependent
self-construal had no direct influence on consumers’ intention to buy counterfeits.
Therefore, using collectivism as a single indicator to predict consumers’ intention to buy
counterfeits is needed to be reconfirmed. The results are discussed with a view to helping

businesses to effectively suppress piracy, and some directions are suggested.

Keywords: Interdependent self-construal, Attitude toward piracy, Consumers’ ethical
belief, Intention of purchasing counterfeits
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