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ABSTRACT

Materialists regard possessions as their core value, and believe material will provide
the greatest sources of their satisfaction and dissatisfaction. We often treat materialism as
the western cultural variable, and it is no research to discuss the cultural difference of
materialism, especially in Taiwan. This research reviewed the construct and tried to clarify
the concept of materialism in the Taiwanese culture. Qualitative research, including deeply
interview and focus group, was undertaken with ten high materialists and two low
materialists as comparison. The results found that Taiwanese materialists place possession
and acquisition as the nature of their lives. The results also indicated that Taiwanese
materialists’ central value is categorized as “you have, | have”, “money first”, “possession
pleasure”, and “material satisfaction.” Furthermore, their external behavior is defined as
“over payment”, “opinion leadership”, “show-off”, “impulse buying”, and “high-risky
investment.”
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