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ABSTRACT

As China and Taiwan has more and more interaction in all aspects, cross-strait
universities will face fierce competition. Since the Bayh-Dole Act of 1980 led the research
of U.S. universities toward industrial applications, the quantity and quality of university
patents have become one of the critical indicators of University competitiveness. Most
research on university patents focus on single country survey, there is still no empirical
data about cross-strait comparison. Furthermore, most research regards “University-
Industry Collaboration” as “technology transfer”. However, as cross-strait enterprises grow
in R&D capabilities, if university and industry can collaborate while they are doing R& D
or applying patents, which might benefit universities and overall national innovation
system. This study conducted the search and retrieval by classifying and accounting the
number of patent documents and the patent citation ratio based on the database of USPTO
patent from 2000 to 2009. Besides, the status of the industry-university cooperation by the
patent acquisition was also explored. The results indicated that the patent granted quantity
of Taiwan’s universities was higher than that of Mainland China, but the patent granted
quality of Taiwan’s universities seemed to be lower than the universities in China.
Moreover, the finding showed that the rank of university reputation was quite consistent
with the order of universities’ patent quantity granted by US. In general, the number of
patents was quite even distributed among universities in Taiwan, where in contrast,
numerous patents were acquired by only a few universities in Mainland China. However,
unlike Taiwan, there were close links between enterprises and universities in Mainland
China.
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